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Rural Discourses in Mai Muangderm’s Literary Works
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Abstract

Mai Muangderm’s literary works present the rural in the time before
the World War Il. His representation of the rural is cultural space which is
remote and peaceful. The conflicts in the works are the relationship of the
villagers which can be solved by compromise or by force with less involvement
from governmental administration. His works shows no class difference
conflicts since all is farmers; thus the maintenance of one’s free will and
integrity. The discourse analysis framework points out that his works does not
represent the ‘real’ rural areas; instead, they are the selection of particular
images to present the rural as the ideal community which gives value to
integrity and courage more than ethics and legality. The complicated
problems of economic and social relations are left out. The works
emphasizes on the value of the rural over the urban. As the result, Mai
Muangderm’s works revolve around the realization of the value of folk ways

as modernization invades the rural.

Keywords: Thai fiction; rural discourses; literature and society
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